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The Cartoon Guide to Algebra
thanks to the sharp-eyed readers who caught these mistakes. fortunately, very few errors 
occur in the body of the book, where explanations are made. but far too many errors occur in 
the solutions provided to the problem sets! 

p. 94. problems 4 and 7 are the same.

p. 119. third-from-last example should read 3233 = 32+3 = 35 = 243

p. 168. problem 5. in the diagram, the central weight should be labeled 3, not 4. 
problem 9. You can’t bat .290 with 92 at-bats. to agree with the solution (p. 228) of 
problem 10. momo’s second half should have 30 hits in 100 at-bats for a second-half 
batting average of .300.

p. 177. the equation at the lower right corner should be  x2 + bx + c  = 0
                                                                             Ø a     Øa

p. 192. problem 6 should say “line segment” instead of “line.”

p. 215. Problem 10: in step 6, r and s are reversed. it should say 

         r = b – p
              Ø2 

         s = b + p
              

Ø2 

p. 224. chapter 1: 2i. 0.47.  in problem 6, –11/2 should be 11/2 (= 5€) on the plus side of zero.  

Chapter 2. 1a: 4 (the current answer somehow migrated from chapter 3, problem 1.)

p. 225. Chapter 4. 1h: 3 (not ‹) 
chapter 6. the equation should be 2x+ 8x + 9 = 303

                                                         Ø 3
p. 226. Ch 7. 12: the fish are switched. 3,000 pounds of bass and 2,000 pounds of cod. 

ch 8. 2d: line has correct slope, but should intercept y-axis at y=2.

p. 227. chapter 10. 3c:  x
2
 

                         Øb2

p. 228. chapter 13. 4b: 1,0002 – 52 = 999,975.    4c. 202 – 22 = 396.    9b. a4– b2 

9d.  x
2 + 7x + 2        9n. x5– 2x4+ 2x3– 2x2+ 2x – 1

              
Ø2    Ø6     Ø3

p. 229. Ch 14. 1d: 2 + 4√Ø3   1n: ‹√Ø2    12c: 2 – √Ø2    12e : denominator should be a – b.


